
Installation News
28 MACHINERY UPDATE JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020 www.machineryupdate.co.uk

Beumer will supply three 
bagging systems for the Long 
Son Petrochemicals complex 
in Vietnam, with installation 
scheduled for this year.  
The bagging systems for the 
LLDPE plants include three 
FFS-filling machines, three 
palletisers – called palletpac 
– and two stretch hood A 
packaging machines.

The form, fill and seal filling 
system fulfils three functions 
in one compact and space-
saving system. It forms bags 
from a prefabricated tubular 

Turnkey line for gin is
meeting contract needs
Shemesh 

Automation (SA) 
has built a high 

speed multi-range 
fully automatic 
feeding, filling and 
capping line to bottle 
all sizes of gin at 
contract packer Beams 
Packaging Services.

Three years ago, 
the company’s main 
bottling niche was 
miniature bottles  
(an average 50 ml in 
size), however, Beams’ 
has now expanded to 
cover various bottle 
sizes of up to 700 cl. 
Beams approached  
SA to design and build  
a bespoke, high-speed  
feeding filling and capping line 
to handle all of the bottle sizes 
in its range. 

The new line consists of 
SA’s Stratum in-line double 
servo driven automatic liquid 
filling machine and Thoro, 
a mechanical cam design 
and double station torque-
measured capping machine.  
It is designed to provide 

PE film, fills them with 
product and seals these bags 
at a capacity of 2,000 bags per 
hour. Meanwhile, the palletpac 
bag palletiser handles the bulk 
materials easily, stacking the 
packaged items on to pallets, 
while the stretch hood A unit 
covers palletised goods with  
a stretchable film.

This keeps the pallets 
clean and protects them from 
sunlight and humidity while 
stored outside. 

The aim of this project is to 
increase the efficiency of the 

petrochemical complex and 
guarantee a high level of plant 
availability as well as adding 
value. The petrochemical 
industry runs 24/7 and so any 
disruption has consequences. 
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accurate, leak-free capping to 
meet Beams’ requirements. 
The capacity and speed  
of each unit afforded the 
contract packer the ability to 
fulfil each product range with 
minimal downtime between 
runs, thus reducing costly 
capital outlays, space and 
utility consumption. 

“Shemesh offered a value 
proposition for the business 
which was hard for anyone 

The new line is designed to offer the contract packer accurate, speedy bottling every time

Three bagging systems will establish 
efficiencies and add value in Vietnam

Bag gripper 
has upped 
the power
With Piab’s hybrid bag gripper, 
Sapho has increased its cycle 
times so it is prepared for the 
winter business for road salt.  
The company’s old bag  
gripper no longer provided  
the necessary performance  
and so it decided to invest in  
a new hybrid gripper. 

“The impetus was that we 
wanted to get more power out 
of the machine and wanted to 
pack the pallets cleaner and more 
dimensionally stable,” explains 
Uwe Grundstein, technical director 
at Sapho. “The technology, 
the know-how and the service 
convinced us of Piab and with 
the combination of robots and 
grippers, we are quicker at the 
time when it counts.”

ROBOTIC ARM IN USE 
In operation, the hybrid gripper 
attached to a robotic arm removes 
the sacks and bags from a roller 
belt on which they are placed after 
filling. It grabs the sacks from 
above, drives the forks on both 
sides between the rollers of the 
belt and picks up the bag on the 
underside. As a result, the bag lies 
on the massive gripper fingers 
during movement. 

For the Piab hybrid bag gripper 
to fit exactly to the existing 
system, and to the roller belt  
used by Sapho, the fork spacing 
was adapted to the spacing of  
the existing rollers. 
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to neither ignore nor compete 
with,” explains Rick Lennard, 
head engineer at Beams 
International. 

Equally critical to this 
project was the support and 
aftersales care offered by SA. 
“Today, I perceive Shemesh 
not only as an equipment 
supplier but a true partner to 
our success,” says Lennard.
T  020 7887 6004  
W  www.shemeshautomation.com 

Grippers were adapted for ease

An increase 
in efficiencies is 
the site’s result




