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S
hemesh Automation Wet Wipes 
(SAW) will showcase what it 
describes as the world’s fastest 
wipes loading machine – SAS250 
– at Anex18 in Japan this June.

Already sold to a major wet wipes 
manufacturer, the SAS250 is a fast 
vertical round wipes canister stuffer 
which delivers speed and also production 
efficiencies. The SAS250 operates at twice 
the speed of its sister machine which is 
called the SAS120. 

It features a vertical chute and a main 
servo-driven rotary turret, it handles  
rolls with  diameters that may be bigger 
by up to 3mm then the canister opening 
and importantly, it delivers a sub  
30 minute changeover time. 

Speeds are up to 250ppm. 
The SAS250 is only part of a full range 

of round wipes packaging solutions in  
the SAW portfolio. Available as 
standalone units, or as part of a complete 
turnkey wipes packaging line, the 

Wet wipes are
a round offer

Standalone units or 
turnkey solutions are 
offered for wet wipes

Shemesh Automation is showcasing its quick
vertical round wipes canisters stuffer in Japan

Shemesh Automation has developed complete bucket packaging lines that can operate at speed

When a large chemical industry supplier 
wanted to dilute imported SLES  
(sodium lauryl ether sulfate), an anionic 
detergent and surfactant found in many 
personal care products, it contacted 
Ytron-Quadro (UK). 

Dilution of 70% SLES is very difficult 
and must be carried out by the addition of 
the SLES to water and never the other way 
around, says Ytron-Quadro. It also has a 
very strong tendency to foam, so aeration 
must be avoided at all cost. 

The SLES was brought into the UK in 
ISO road tankers containing 27 tonnes of 
concentrated product. These tankers were 
connected to a metering system, which 
was used to pump the pre-set quantity 
of concentrated SLES to the two diluting 
vessels. These two vessels were each 
filled with approximately 19.5 tons of 
heated DI water. 

Each vessel has a side entry Ytron-Y 
directed jet mixer installed. This unit has 
a Ytron-ByPass system fitted to ensure 
that the concentrated SLES is diluted 
immediately on contact with the pre-filled 
water phase. The operation to pump  
the 7.5 tons of concentrated SLES at  
a controlled rate takes approximately  
4.5 hours. 

“It is important not to pump in the 
concentrated surfactant too quickly 
otherwise ‘strings’ of undiluted surfactant 
will circulate within the vessel and take 
a long time to be broken down, if at all,” 
explains executive chairman at Ytron-
Quadro Dudley Bradley.
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Diluting in
a controlled
and safe way

SAW range includes: fully automatic 
unscrambling for canisters, a fast  
vertical rolls stuffing machine, a liquid 
filler and a cut and seal machine as well 
as a capper, a labeller and a form, fill and 
seal case packer.

“These are not generic machines but 
were developed for the specific market 
needs required for high quality canisters 
wipes production, and are just the tip of 
the iceberg in terms of the innovations the 
SAW team will be discussing at Anex18,” 
explains Carl Gunaratnam, marketing 
director at Shemesh Automation UK.
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Avoiding aeration was key in this application




